Loss of Teacher in Agriculture

The MNatronal Asseciation of A gnicaltoral Educators report=s that the United States 55 tacing a shortage of agricaltare
teachers, lcaving many schools unable to il open positions. Accorndinge (o Dave Else, director of the lowa FRegronal
Education Applicant Flacement Frogram in Cedar Falls, numerous schoals are actively scarching for vocatiomnal
aoriculiure insireciors.

Wade Riller, professor and interim chair of Agriculteral Education and Stwedies at lowa Siate LIniversity, says the
shormage is cspecially noticeable in lowa, Esch vear, the state soes 20 o 25 pob openings for agricultere teaschers,
el |_1|1|.=.' A =anall nummber of |.||.|:|.|il-|-=.:|.| camdpdates ::rlpl:.' R ller meovied thar whnle abowt 20 ]_Eril.-ljuil'lu'\-: Earm teach g
[ e .i|nnl||:a:|||:r'__ UGN Y choose careers n ofher .ngri-:_:u'llul—._:l mncdusiries aor confbmue ther educatven instead af
enterng the Clisssroom

Since the carly Z00s, there has bBoeen an oneoinge shortages of Carcer and Technical Education (CTE) teachers.,
cspocially in School-Hasced A omnculiural Educatvon { SBAE). Agriculture tcachers often have meore responsibilitics
thian other tcachers, including advising FEFA chapters and supervising Supoervised Agricultural Expericnccs (SAaEs)
These added dutics can increase stress and make it hkandier to keep tcachers in the profession. To awvoid shatting
dovwmn programs, sames schoal districts hire less qualified candidates @o fill ogecn positions.

Pl samy :I.j:l:l'il_'ll.l'll.lTI_' peachers leave the professdion withan thewr first five yvears, MMew teachers Face challenges saech as

classroom marnagement, lesson planming, FEA responsibilities, papervork, amd working whath parents ancd
acdminmistrators. Mid-career teachers oflen =strugghe most with limited time, planming courses, and staving motivated,

lowa Fducation 2024-2023 Vacancies
The lowa Deartment of Education has provided updated details on teacher
Vacaneies actoss the state, An estinated 661 unfilled teaching position, that nusbet

Agriculture education Salary In lowa
I Tovwa, the average salary for a starting out Ag teacher is 332,697, As
of July 1st, 2023, 62,000 15 the mimimurm pay for Ag teachers with

|2-year experience i lowa represents 1% of lowa's approximeately 38,000 teaching jobs,

Local FFA Program in Trouble

The Iowa FFA Association 1s a statewide youth organization serving more than 20,500 students (about
the seating capacity of Madison Square Garden) through around 270 local chapters. Recently, Des
Moines Public Schools announced a temporary pause for the 50-year-old agriscience program at
Central Campus for the 2025-2026 school year. District officials cited declining enrollment as the
reason for the decision, emphasizing that the pause is intended to allow time to rethink and strengthen
the program rather than eliminate it.

School leaders plan to form a steering committee made up of students, parents, community members,
and agriscience industry partners to help redesign the curriculum. In a joint statement, the
superintendent of Des Moines Public Schools and the director of Central Campus confirmed that the
FFA chapter will remain active during the 2025-26 school year. Students will participate through
independent study, allowing them to complete projects, earn credentials, and take part in FFA

competitions and activities.




